The Wellcogen Haemophilus influenzae b, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and Neisseria meningitidis (ACYW135) latex Table 2 .
No nonspecific or false-positive reactions were noted when CSF or urine was tested.
There were four false-positive tests (Table 1) when serum samples were tested with the Wellcogen reagents. These reactions were not removed by heating the samples at 56°C for 30 min.
Retrospective testing of frozen samples revealed no loss of antigen as compared with the prospective testing by CIE or latex agglutination testing up to 8 years previously. Despite rare problems with true cross-reactions and problems with removing false-positive reactions from serum, a positive result with the Wellcogen latex agglutination tests for the antigens studied can be useful information. Because of the speed (3 min) and simplicity of the latex agglutination tests, a tentative diagnosis can often be made quickly. As with all tests, the positive results must be put in the context of the other clinical and laboratory findings to determine the diagnosis of a patient. As noted in this study, the Gram stain of the CSF may be more sensitive than the latex agglutination tests and should always be performed. Manufacturers' instructions concerning the processing and testing of specimens must be followed carefully to avoid false-positive reactions that could lead to unnecessary treatment of patients.
